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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

We appreciate your interest in participating in this online task. Please read through the
following information before agreeing to participate (if you wish to), by clicking on the
button below.

What is the study about?

The aim of this study is to contribute to the understanding of how people process word
combinations visually.

Who are the researchers?
The principal researcher is Ms. Sydelle de Souza who is attached to the School of

Informatics at the University of Edinburgh. The study is being carried out under the
supervision of Prof. Jennifer Culbertson and Dr. Frank Mollica.

Why have | been asked to take part?

You have been invited to take part in this study because you are an adult, native speaker
of English.



What happens if | agree to participate?

You will be asked to perform two tasks. This first is a simple word recognition task wherein
you will be shown a verb-noun combination in English (e.g., COUNT STARS). You will be
asked to indicate (via a keypress) whether this combination of words is acceptable or not
in English. Then you will be asked to judge whether the verb in the combination is being
used literally or not. The whole process should take approximately 10 minutes. No
background knowledge is required and there are no right or wrong answers. We are
interested in your intuitions about these word combinations. There will be instructions to
guide you throughout this process.

Do | have to participate?
No. Taking part in this study is entirely voluntary. If you decide to take part, you are free to

withdraw at any time and without giving a reason. All you have to do is close the tab or the
browser window.

Compensation

You will be compensated with GBP 2.00 for your participation upon completion of the
study.

What are the possible risks and discomforts?

There are no known risks or discomforts associated with participation in this study.



What are the possible benefits?

Apart from the compensation you will receive, there are no known benefits associated with
participation in this study.

What happens to the information collected about me?

All information collected about you will be kept strictly confidential. We will not ask for your
name or any other personal information. The data will be stored on a password-protected
computer and will be destroyed after 5 years. Only the researchers will have access to the
data. The data will be used for research purposes only. The results of the study may be
published in scientific journals or presented at scientific conferences. You will not be
identified in any publications.

Whom should | contact if | have any questions?

If you have any questions about this study, you may contact the principal researcher, Ms.
Sydelle de Souza, by email at sydelle.desouza@ed.ac.uk.

If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant, you may contact the
University of Edinburgh Research Ethics Committee, by email at pplsrec@ed.ac.uk .




CONSENT

By clicking on the button below, you confirm that:

You are at least 18 years of age

Your first (native) language is English

You have read and understood the information provided above

You voluntarily agree to participate in this study

You consent to the processing of your personal data as described above.

To continue, click the checkbox below and hit "Start Experiment".

| agree to take part in this study.



